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the current news of the day is acquired and conse-
quences divined. We must gallop five days with the
Prince, and pursue all the physical and moral mean-
derings of the man, in public and in private, before
we can obtain the right, or the opportunity, to ask him
a question; or, which is better, to catch a word, which
may be equivalent to both question and answer.

But who knows this better than you ? I only
wish you to understand my excursions are not the
effect of chance, and still less of whim. Let me
add that each of my journeys improves my local
knowledge, a subject on which I have made it a
law not to be easily satisfied. I hope that, among
otters, you will perceive by my memorial on
Saxony, and by that on the Prussian States, which
are, in reality, works of labour, and which you will
not have a sight of for some months to come, that
I have profoundly studied the countries which I
wished to understand, and as ardently in men as
in books; with this difference, however, that I
scarcely dare confide in the mere assertion of the
best informed man, unless he brings written proofs.1

i Are there not, ctsteris paribus, as many written as
related lies ?licia,   &c.,
